Red cell groups and Basque population(s): From anthropology to public health.
The particular distribution of blood groups in Basques was initially described during the first half of the 20th century especially regarding the ABO and Rhesus systems. We report herein the largest synthesis published so far on the distribution of blood groups in this population using serological or molecular methods. These characteristics are to be discussed in the light of evolutive forces acting in population genetics i.e. drift, peopling history and natural selection. The Basque population is of very ancient descent, has remained relatively unmixed through the ages and demonstrates some degree of heterogeneity. The possible impact of this hemotypology profile for public health is also discussed here.